Taking home your Sempre Ragdoll Kitten

So you have taken the plunge to get a new kitten, what do you need to make sure the transition to his or her new home is an easy one?

A Friend 

Kittens do very well when going in pairs so if you have thought about getting two it is a great idea, they settle in so well as they have someone they know.
Litter 

Changing the type of litter your kitten uses is the quickest way to have accidents. You are best to continue with what they are used to.
We use Oz-pet Litter, you can purchase that from me for $20 for 20kgs, this will last months for one kitten.
Litter Trays – you should always have two litter trays, you may get by with one to start with but a lot of toilet problems are caused by not having two trays as some cats like to poo in one and wee in another. 

If you have a two story house you must have at least one tray upstairs and one downstairs.
The litter is best used in the double sieve tray system, you can purchase the original system for $40 (I don’t have these at the moment and not sure I will be getting them back in actually)
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Or I have a generic system that works the same but is bigger and white and only $30 each.
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You can see how this system works on my website
Do not use clumping or crystal with kittens, they can prove to be toxic if ingested.
Food

Your kitten needs to be feed premium food to be the healthiest he/she can be.
Dry

We feed a mix of

Royal Canin – Kitten, Babycat and the Favourite Main Coon

Advance - Kitten

Pro Plan - Kitten

Iams – Kitten

The mix varies with each batch that I make up but always similar
You can purchase 5kgs for $50 form me if you like, it will last months, just let me know before if you want it so I can have it bagged up

Wet/Fresh Food

We feed good quality fresh Beef mince (Never the horrible pet stuff), I have a great local place that I get fresh beef mince but the easiest way is to just buy the cheapest mince from the supermarket (the $5 -$6kg stuff) break in up in to rissole size portions and feed at least morning and night. You want the cheaper stuff as it has more fat which kittens need.
Always add a sprinkle of Calcium powder to raw meat, “Bone Grow” is a good one that is available at most places.
You can also feed wet kitten food, Whiskas is ok but optimum, Advance, Iams etc are the better type.
What ever you choose it must be kitten food
Food and water bowls

You will need a bowl each for both food and water, a ceramic bowl is best as it is less likely to be knocked over. Some cats also develop feline acne from plastic bowls. You also need something to serve the wet food on.
Fleas and Worms

You kitten will come to you Flea free and wormed, I always suggest that when you go to have your last Vaccination done that you get the vet to do a wormer that covers Tape worm, (Drontal or Milbermax) this only needs to be done every 6 months so you can then choose what to use. Do not use supermarket wormers.
We use Revolution here which is a spot on that covers fleas and worms for our older cats and find it works great.

Toys
There are many types of toys for your new furry family member but you don’t need to go overboard to start with, a feather on a stick is great fun as well as mice etc

The great outdoors

Your kitten is strictly to be kept inside your home. You may teach him/her to walk on a harness and lead or an outside enclosure is another way to enjoy the great outdoors but never unrestrained. If you cant or don’t want to keep you baby inside Please tell me.

Scratching Post

You want a post that will last, what you want is a post with lots of legs/posts between each platform, if you have one that has just one post and then a platform etc it will get wobbly very quickly and will soon be rubbish.
EBay is one of the best places to get good posts at reasonably prices, you will pay around $150 including postage for something you would pay around $300 in a pet shop. Your scratcher also needs to be in the lounge room if you want them to use it.
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]



The post on the left is the type you want notice all the legs between the platforms, the post on the right is what you want to avoid

Cat Carrier
You need a proper cat carrier to take you kitten home, you can get these for about $30 at places like the reject shop.
You will not be able to leave here without your kitten in a carrier, so if you don’t have one you will need to go and purchase one, it is not safe to have your kitten unrestrained and apart from that it is now against the law to not have them restrained. You will also need the carrier to take baby to the vet for their vaccinations and checkups so it will be used in the future. I also suggest that you leave the carrier around the house somewhere with the door off, that way kitty is used to it and they don’t associate the carrier with just going to the vet.

Grooming 

Your Ragdoll baby doesn’t really need to be brushed as he/she generally won’t matt but it is a good idea for a brush every few days to help keep the loose hair to a minimum.

A Zoom Groom is a fantastic brush and you can get them from Big W for about $16
